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UK Canal Boating
Escape with a canal boating holiday!

Telephone : 01395 443545

Email : bookings@ukcanalboating.com

Booking Office : PO Box 57, Budleigh
Salterton. Devon. EX9 7ZN. England.

Kidderminster and return from Alvechurch

Cruise this route from : Alvechurch
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Cruising Days : 7.00 to 0.00
Cruising Time : 43.50
Total Distance : 59.00
Number of Locks : 136
Number of Tunnels : 10
Number of Aqueducts : 4

Stourport Basins - discover the historic heart of Stourport-on-Severn and its unique origins as a canal town. The
Stourport Canal Basins are made up of five historic basins and are home to nearly 100 beautifully painted and
colourful narrow boats.

Tardebigge - the thirty locks in the Tardebigge Flight make it the largest flight of locks in Britain and raise the
Worcester and Birmingham Canal up 220 feet through some delightful countryside. Complete this feat of
engineering and get a real feeling of satisfaction as you look back on this magnificent flight of locks.

The town of Kidderminster has much to offer. 

Severn Valley Railway, conveniently situated within walking distance of the canal alongside the railway
network’s site. The first indication to the existence of the steam railway is the very impressive Severn Valley
viaduct as you leave Kidderminster, take your time to improve your chances of seeing a steam train cross the
viaduct to truly take a step back in time.
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Cruising Notes

Day 1
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Leaving Alvechurch Marina, you will soon reach your first tunnel – Shortwood Tunnel, which is 614 yards
long. Look out for water dripping from the roof of the tunnel, and don't forget to put your headlight on.
A little further and you will be at the second tunnel – Tardebigge Tunnel, a little shorter at only 580 yards long.

Very soon, after cruising through Tardebigge Wharf, you will catch sight of the first of the locks, which you
will tackle tomorrow.

An early night would be advisable as tomorrow will be busy.
You have cruised 2 miles in just over an hour.

Day 2

Your destination today is Astwood Bottom Lock No. 17, 5 miles away.
The first task is to navigate your way through the longest flight of locks in the UK – the Tardebigge Flight, 30
locks in total. A mammoth task, but if you have lots of crew it shouldn't be too bad. Once you've done a few,
looking at them stretching into infinity, you wonder if you will ever reach the end, and each one looks exactly
like the last til you can't remember how many you have navigated! It will be worth it! You will have a sense of
pride at the end, that you have mastered the longest flight, which is an achievement.
There are places you can moor for a short time in between the locks, for a restorative cup of tea, or something
stronger, so do take advantage.

Once you reach the last one, you will see a pub, like an oasis in the desert! So moor up and perhaps have a nice
meal across the canal (accessible by bridge) at The Queens Head on Sugarbrook Lane at Stoke Pound. The food
here is good, and well-behaved children and dogs are welcome. Many of the tables overlook the canal, and there
is an outside decking area.

A little further on and you will get to Stoke Bottom Lock, then the Astwood 5 Locks. Once you have passed
through them, you can moor up for the night, and congratulate yourselves for having got this far.
You have cruised 5 miles and navigated 41 locks in just under 8 hours.

Day 3

On leaving Astwood Bottom Lock No. 17 you will soon reach Hanbury Junction, where the junction is with the
Droitwich Canal – bear right here onto the Droitwich Canal.

Soon there are more locks – 6 in total – before you reach the junction of the Droitwich Barge Canal and
Droitwich Junction Canal, where you take the Droitwich Barge Canal.

You will now be in the suburbs of Droitwich, and after the Three Swing Bridges, you might like to moor up and
have a look around.

Droitwich town (shortened from Droitwich Spa), is built on huge deposits of salt, which has been extracted for
many centuries. The ratio of salt per gallon of Droitwich brine is only rivalled by the Dead Sea, and is ten tines
stronger than sea water.

The town itself has much to offer in the way of shops and cafe's, pubs and restaurants, so take the time to stroll
around and enjoy the sights. For more information about the town and what you can see and do there.



Moving on, you will come to a small, pretty village called Salwarpe. There are some beautiful old buildings
here, including Salwarpe Court, a C15th/C16th Grade II listed manor house. It is well worth having a look
around the village if this sort of thing appeals to you.

Leaving here, you will approach the Ladywood Locks and then Hawford Locks, before reaching Hawford
Junction, where the canal joins the River Severn. You now need to bear right onto the River Severn. You will
then be able to moor anywhere along here for the night, near a place called Grimley, which is a small farming
village that can't be seen from the river. Once moored, you might like to walk into the village and have a well
earned drink or meal chosen from the extensive menu at The Wagon Wheel.
You have navigated 17 locks over 8 miles in just under 7 hours.

Day 4

Leaving your mooring, you will soon approach and area called Holt Fleet, where there is a delicate iron bridge.
For the most part, you will be cruising through peaceful countryside, with woods and fields on either side of
you. Astley Wood is to your left, as is an area called The Burf.

Soon you will reach Astley Cross, and the junction where the Severn meets the Staffordshire and Worcestershire
Canal. You will need to bear right onto the Staffs and Worcs Canal, via the Stourport Narrow Locks Entrance .
You must use the correct locks at this point.
Once on the canal, moor up and visit Stourport on Severn, where there is a vast amount to see and do.
Moving on, you will soon be in Kidderminster. On the way, you will pass Falling Sands Pipe Bridge No. 2,
which will be your mooring for the night, so you can either turn here now, or cruise on into Kidderminster to
look around, then turn and come back, or turn and moor up now and take public transport into Kidderminster.
The choice is yours.

The town of Kidderminster has much to offer. There are lots of things to see and do, including the Severn
Valley Railway, Whitlenge Gardens and Nursery, Worcestershire County Museum, and much more, including
places to eat, pubs, etc.

When you leave here, if you haven't turned already, then you should do so, if you have then make your way
back to the mooring for the night, as tomorrow you will begin the return journey.
Today you have travelled 14 miles and navigated 12 locks in just under 7 hours.

Day 5
Day 6
Day 7
Day 8
You will now be making your return journey, so if there was anything you missed on the way up, you could stop
on the way back if you wish.
On day 8 you will need to return the boat by 9.30 am, so do make sure you are not too far away from the marina.

 

Useful Links



Description : Stourport-on-Severn Tourist Info
Website : http://stourporttown.co.uk
Telephone : n/a

Description : Severn Valley Railway.
Website : http://www.svr.co.uk
Telephone : 01562 757900

Description : West Midlands Safari Park, Bewdley 
Website : http://www.wmsp.co.uk
Telephone : 01299 402114

Description : Bewdley Tourist information
Website : http://www.bewdley.org.uk
Telephone : 0845 607 7819

Description : Kinver Edge and Holy Austin Rock Houses
Website : http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/kinver-edge/
Telephone : 01384 872553

The information above is provided in good faith to assist you with planning your canal boat holiday.
Information accuracy cannot be guaranteed, however, if you do see something that needs updating, please don't
hesitate to contact us.
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